


Belle Star



BELLE STAK

Belle Starr was born on rebrua ry 3, 1845 as Myra M:l_l.jh:”t Shlr!cH to John

:':h|r|r.|’ and Eliza Hatfield near Carthaﬁe, Missouri. Her +-.1rn1'|1r:_; called her May. Her
rother was related to the Hatfields of the famous family feud. In the 1860s her
father sold the farm and moved the Fa rnihi to Carthag:, where he Bnught an inn

and |i-u-|:r£_4 stable on the town square.

May Shirley received a classical education and learned piano, while
Sraduat;ng from Missouri's Carth.'—ise Female Ar_ad:mq, a priual': institution that

her father had hc|]:|c.d to Found.

After a Union attack on Carthage in 186+, the Shirleys moved to Scyene,
Texas. It was at Scyene that the ShiricH: became associated with a number of
Missouri-born criminals, including Jesse James and the Youngers. May knew the
Younger brothers and the James l‘JDHs because she had grown up with them in
Missouri. Her brother, John A, M. "Bud® 5hir|c5, was called C.ﬂptain ::'rhiri::_g I:'.'.'j
local Confederate &Hmpathix:u. He does not appear on any list of Quantrill's
Raiders, but rode with a group who were called Fal’ti&anﬂ. Bud .5h|r|.:5 was killed in
1864 in Sarcoxie, Missouri. A Confederate 55mpathizcr was feeding him and
another scout when Union troops surrounded the house. Bud was killed while

atrr:mptln_g to esca pe.

Following the war, the Reed family also moved to Scyene and May Shirley
married Jim Reed in 1866. Two years later, she gave birth to her first child, Rosie
Lee (nicknamed Pearl). Belle a]wags harbored a strong sense of 51:_1:]!:. which
would later feed into her |=5¢n=:|. A crack shot, she used to ride sidesaddle while
dressed in a black velvet riding habit and a P1um:d hat, carrying two Fistnlﬁ. with
r_artri::l__e_g belts across her }‘rrFlﬁ.

Jim turned to crime and was wanted for murder in Arkansas. The Familﬂ fled
to California, where their second child, James Edwin (Eddic), was born in 1871.

Later returning to Texas, Jim Reed was involved with several criminal gangs.
while Jim |nitia|[5 tried to go ntraisht, he grew restless and Fell in with bad
-:.ampanﬂ—thc starr clan, a Cherokee Indian family notorious for whiskey, cattle,
and horse thic:w:r_:;g in the Indian Territory, as well as his wife's old Friends the
James and Younger gangs. In Apri] 1874, a warrant was issued for May's arrest
d:spitc a lack of any evidence for a u.ta_gcccach rnbb:rﬂ done bﬁ her husba nd and
others. Jim Reed was killed in August of that year in Paris, Texas, where he had
settled down with his Faml!ﬂ,

In 1880, May married a Cherokee man named Sam Starr and settled with the
Starr family in the Indian Territory. There, she learned ways of organizing,
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Fi;mnlng and ch:inS For the r'usth-.rs, horse thieves and h:-w:-t|n55¢r.5., as well as
harhc-ru'nﬁ them from the law. Her |||r5.a.[ enterprises Fn-rn-.-'cd lucrative enr_‘rugh for
her to :mph:u_; brﬂ:u:rl., to Free her cohaorts from the law whenever l-h.:H were r.a-,15|-|t.

Somewheare cfurlnl_g this time she alsa came |-u.| the nickname of I’_'n:”u,-..

In 1883, Belle and Sam were chargc-i with horse theft and tried before *The
Hanging .Jud_gc“ Isaac Parker's Federal District Court in Fort Smith, Arkansas; the
prosecutor was United States Attorney W. H. H. Clayton. She was found guilty
and served nine months at the Detroit House of Corrections in Detroit, Michigan

Belle F-r-;:vcci to be a model prisoner and r]uring her time in j.‘-‘n[.

In 1886, she l::h:apcd conviction on another theft cha rge. But on December
I7, Sam Starr was involved in a gunfight with Officer Frank West. Both men were
killed, while Belle's life as an outlaw queen—and what had been the happiest
rc!atmnshup of her fi\(e—ahruptfﬂ ended with her husband's death.

For the last twr.-—Fnhm years of her |iF|-., gossips and u..::-:nr:f.at ,-:.F-u:::tg |1nl.'_q:cf
her to a series of men with colorful names, in:‘.]udins Jack Epanlard, Jim French
and Blue Du-:.'-;_. after wl'!ic}‘r, in order to It.ee:p her residence on Indian fand, she

married a relative of Sam Starr, Jim ._J'u|:Ju Starr, who was some 1% years her iun:crr.

On February 3, 1889, two days before her 415t blrthdaﬂ, she was killed. she
was riding home from a neighbor's house in Eufaula, Oklahoma, when she was
ambushed. After she Fell off her F1r:.tr:-::,, she was shot again to make sure she was
dead. Her death resulted from ﬂrﬂtgun wounds to the back and neck and in the
shoulder and face. There were no witnesses and no one was ever convicted of the
murdar. SUEPECIE!I- with aFFarcnt motive included her new husband and both of her
cf‘li[dren. as well as Edsar J. Watson, one of her shar:crnppcrs, because he was
afraid she was going to turn him in to the authorities as an ca-:.apcd murderer from
Florida with a prfct. on his head. Watson, who was killed in 1910, was tried for her

murder, but was ar.quittcc{.

a]thnugh an obscure 'Fjgure outside Texas thrnlxﬁhuut most of her Iif:l
Belle's story was pi:kcd up E"H the dime novel and National Police Gazette
Publishzr. Richard K. Fox. Fox made her name famous with his novel Bella Starr,
the Bandit Queen, or the Female Jesse James, Fub]isiwcd in 1889 (the year of her

murder).
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BLANCHE STUART SCOTT

Blanche Stuart Scott was born on .ﬂ'\|::r:'l 8. 1885, in Rochester, New York, to
an who manuﬁ;-h;‘.tu red

Belle and John Scott. Her Father was a successful businessm:

atent medicine. Scott |:':ccum:: an c.irl_q. enthusiast uF
ime before there were

and sold P the automobile.
Her Father |'~uu5ht a car and she drave it about the city in a t
minimum .-j'irn.-:ng_ age restrictions. In 1900 Scott's F':srni!_q considered her a '.t'lmhnrj
.'1m‘.| sent her h'-:- a F!ﬂtﬂhll‘lﬁ_ schoaol.

In 1910 Scott became the second woman, after Alice Hu:_iiz_-.r Ramsey, to arive

an automobile across the United States and the first
alifornia. The ‘-'-'i”:_;:-—ih-nrhm.—:] Company .-sprmf-r:rr-:i
and*. Scott and her passenger, a woman

left New York on May 16, 1910, and r::tchcd

" r A
driving wrrstwnrdﬁ rrom New
L

vork City to San Francisco, C

the trip in a car named the 'La::]gl Owverl

i .riﬂ .ll

=y

reporter Gertrude hul:l:ingtun F‘Hi”ip.*:-,
F10. The New York Times wrote on May 17, 19M0:

San Francisco on Julq 2%, 1

P wrl'|'r t|-n:

‘Miss Scott, with Miss F-‘|-u|]=p5 as only eompanion, starts on long tri
¢'Ji'_':~|=i':u:l' of .:‘J.-:mc:n:ﬁtr"'!l'!n_g the Pﬂsﬁih!;t{! -;1; a woman driwnsa motor car ACross the
u'.{';ul'lh"'_i.j and making all the necessary rep

le:jt{_‘rciui.l started in an Overland autamobile on a tran

airs en route. Miss E:|.'|m:hr. Stuart Scott

5-:.nr1t|m:nl:a| |journey tlnar

e S e --:-u-—-—-"-ﬁwh.

will end in San Prancisco.”

o
B

The Ful:rhr.nt‘_q 5urrr.3und|r|5 automobile iﬂurncﬂ !:lruught hrr to the attention

of Jerome Eanciulli .;m:] Glenn Curtiss who aErced to Frrr_'n.'i-;:!c her with F]ﬂing
5}1.,-. was the c_':n|5 woman o receive

lessans in r'iarnrn:':n.:ls-pf_:»rt, New York.
throttle of Scott's

instruction .:Irrcq.ﬂ_q from Curtiss. He fitted a limiter on the
airplane to prevent it gaining enough speed to become airborne while she

racticed taxiing on her own. On EnFtcmbcr é either the
wind lifted the biplane and she flew to an altitude of forty feet before executing a
_E_-;:rul:|c lancfung. Her “ughl‘ was short and F:.::.-'.ml:JH unintcntrc'ma| but Scott is

credited |_'r5! the [:.-'!.r|_|:_1 Birds of Aviation as the first woman to F|i|ml_- and sole in an

limiter moved or a gust of

alr'f:r|.'!nc in the United States. However, the Acronautical Society of American

credited Bessica Medlar Raiche's F||5'|"|t an .SCF-tf.mlz-::r 16 as the First women's
”lght.

Scott 5u|&5r:.quch1:i_l:j became a PFDFCS,‘-IC‘HB! Pllu::t. On I:L'_‘J-:.tr:-l-.ncr 2%, 1910, she
made her debut as a member of the Curtiss exhibition team at an air meet in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. She was the first woman to ”H at a F'uLwLi-: event in America. Her
exhibition Hying carned her the nickname *Tomboy of the Air®. She became an
acr.t‘.lml:ﬂi:'-ln:c[ stunt Fri]r_at known For Flying upsn.-le. down and F.-cri;c-rmms *death
dives®, diving from an altitude of 4000 feet and suddenly F'u“lr‘llﬁ up only 200 Feet
from the srr_:unr]._ in 1911 she became the first woman in America to tHy long distance
when she flew 60 miles non-stop from Mineola, New vork. In 1912 Scott contracted

to Fly for Glenn Martin and became the first female test ;‘.ufnt when she flew Martin




'||11- r1|r-r- before Thr Final blu rfrrn"h- Far the airerakt had been m: ide. In 1915 she

She retirec { From ‘Hl|||1|.' in 1918 because she was

:.'---":-,L the Ward exhibition team

bothered }-n the -i"-u|! slic’s interest in air ¢ rashes and an aviation industs Y whick

1|..ru..|"' no o F\ artunit L } or women to hr; Ome med INIES Or engincers

In the 19%0s Scott worked as a ':-L'.rli.'1+wrlt-.'.r tor RKO Liniversal Studios and

Warner Brothers in '...;J||1:..trrl|.'| ‘:||rn' :'1|'1-.:- wrote, pr :dufrJ .:n-.! f"‘rl'r-'--' med on radio

i 2 : i
SROWS Aire L‘,I in _.|r|h_1r'|"!|._"| .!l'u:‘l Rochester.

On '-rf'-frrn}n*r &, 1948, Scott beacame the First American waman to H:g in a

jet when she was the passenger in a Tr-80C piloted 1"I+ Chuck ve: 3ger. Knowing
Scott's nu«-h'm; as a stunt I’.‘!lu‘t Yeager treated her to some sni 1p rolls and a

14 000-toot dive. In 1954 Scott [—H-.,- 11 .u.,-||.|r. Far the United States Air Forc
Museum, hpi&'ﬂng to .n'_qulr-l‘. car ||.1 aviation m.l'tf‘lhh['ﬁ

Scotk died on F..‘In"ncl.:au_i, January 12, 1970, at Genesee r11.:|"|1'-“'.'-!| in Rochester

Mew ‘1-.;-"-!.-__ at age A4
On December 30, 1980, ‘|'|r Hrnt-:".r.‘.l States ystal Service issued an air mail

stamp commemorating Scott’'s achievements in aviation.
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MAGGIE KUHN
Maggie Kuhn was born August 3, 1905 in !‘.':u”a]cr. New York. Her childhood
was spent in Cleveland, Ohio, as well as Mcmfnhiﬁ. Tennessee.

aught at the YWCA, where she educated

in the 1950s and 1940s, Kuhn t
al issues. She eaused

women about unionizing, women's |SSUCS, and soci
-
ity class in which she discussed such tan:.-.

sexual |::-|r.:-;|:.urn:, pregnancy, and the
yge is the norm. She

controversy EH starting a human sexual
as the mechanics of sex, birth ¢ ontrol,
difficulties of remaining single in a culture where marriz
5tudq their own lives and their world. She once wrote

:nc-:'rur:ji!‘r.d women to rc.-ullq.
roversies after

ar :5nmp|ca of their Prnducts and created some cont

||'Ifr'|:1u:i'l.lclr15 .:fls-cu:mrﬂn C!'I: the Frg}duct:_r- I:JI'ICI.C.F tr_'rplc names 5uc|'1 as
conditions under

advertising,” the Frrnfi ts made from cosmetics and drugs, the

whic"l theq were rnadc, am:] tht rc:llr. L':I"F women as ‘Purchamn_n.; ascﬂt:i-.'

to compa nies f
*truth in

i, she became program director For the YWCA-US5O0.

During world War
her crppnﬁit'ir:m to the war. In 5Fti'l:e

This was a controversial career choice due to
of this. she continued to advocate a progressive stands on issues such as

desegregation, urban housing, McCarthyism, the Cold War, and nuclear arms.

During the 1950s and 1960s, Kuhn worked for the F"r:sl:-ﬁtcrian Church,
- cmphasia to the social dimension of the Gospel. while

where she hDFCd to Siu
traditian confined most seminarians to Fieldwork within

that none of her students would pass unless t]-u:ﬂ went out and found poverty

churches, Xuhn declared

within the local community.

Her interest in elder rights began, not as a Fcr:mn-::| issue, but as one of
human r":ghts and basic justice, when she attended the 1961 white House
Conference of Aging as a member of the Presbyterian Church. When she began to
visit Presbyterian retirement homes, which resident described as "a Eh::-rii-icc[

135P:n,' she realized the need to reverse the cultural tcndcnc_ﬂ to treat old
Fu-.uF-|c like children.

On her é5th bir’chdag, the F‘resl:-Ht:rian Church forced her to retire. She
banded tc‘:g_c:tl':cr with other retirees and formed the Gray Panthers Movement.
Seecing all issues of r'njusti.:e as in:vitab|5 linked, tl'u:bq refused to relegate
themselves to elder r:5|'1t5, but Focused also on peace, Preaidcntia| elections,
poverty, and civil liberties. Their first big issue was opposition to the Vietnam War

After an ¢|dcr|5 woman was killed and robbed of $309 after caﬁhms a
check, Kuhn enlisted the h:lF of Ra1p1'| Nader who set up a meeting with the

prt..-.rdcnt of the First P:nnﬁglvaman Bank. The bank agr:cd to n:utabhsh 5Fr:c-ia|
check-drawn savings accounts for Fcaph: over 65 free of c,harge and make loans

more accessible to older p:ﬂp]c.




*Age and Youth In Action,* and many of its

The Gray I-"a.nt"mrﬁ' motto was ¢
hn believed that teens should

members were hlgh school and r_u”c_@;a: students. Ku
d given more responsibility by society. To her, this was

be taken more seriously an
..15t-|:>ac.¢d, ch|uitativc culture waskting vital human

but another c:-carnF-|c of our f
resources.

The Gray Panthers also combated the then Fr:rl::!u1ar “disengagement

theory," which argues that old age involves a necessary scparation from socicty as

a Frcrude to death. Kuhn indicted the American li!l:-:ﬂq]: for treating the old as
Thrnblz_-.ms of society and not
society. And she accused gerontol
pcuf.d.: as mcapac:tat:d, noting that grant money only se
research. She called into question the representation of old F-ca:;:i: in Pnpular

as persons experiencing the Prublcmﬁ created !:"H

-.15:5[‘:5 ui: Fcrpctual‘ing the illusion of old
emed to fund such

media.

|t_;j of alder

Kuhn raised controversy by npcnlﬂ discussing the sexual
cople. She noted that women outlived men Erg an average of 8 years. She
shocked the Fuh[ic by arguing the sexuality of these women didn't have to die with
their husbands and relationships with younger men should be as acccptab[c for

women as it was for men. Furthermore, she advocated that lesbian choices for

alder women should also be viewed as ar_ceptaHe and even normal.

She also took a stance on Social Security, arguing that P-:ﬂitic'ranz- had
created an intcrsencratl’ﬂnal war over federal Funds in order to divert pu blic
attention from the real budgctarq issues: auerspcnding on the military and

extravagant tax breaks for the rich.

Kuhn criticized housing schemes for the cldcr[H, l:i't“'il'ls them 'siﬂriflcd
PIEHPGH&'. while a::[mittrng_ that th:H h:lpcd to |r.¢eP seniors uaf:, she contended
that they also 5=5rc53t¢c1 the elderly from mainstream society. During her years
as a Gray Panther activist, she lived in her own home in Phuiaddphia,
F"cnn;H]vania. she shared that home with younger adults, who received a break on
rent in cxchanse for their |':c||:| with chores and their cnmpaninnshiF. Kuhn
founded the Shared Housing Resources Center.

Kuhn wrote her autabinsraphﬂ, No Stone Unturned, in 1391, Four years
later, On August 22, 1995, she died of cardiac arrest in F'hi|a::|¢iphia at the age of

ay.







Yuenl
vuent which means “the Lady of Yue,” was a ewordsman from the state of
Yue in the modern province of k'_h:-.qian.-.". China She is also known as aliac and
Maiden ot the Southern Farest.

vuent lived during the reign of King Goujian of Yue (496-465 BCE). From a
young age, she learned arr_'iﬁe:rr.r and how to use a sword h:! 'hl_mtrng with her
anned to attack the state of Wu and when he heard

tather. T]‘Ir 1-",:r15 ;.1+- Yiue had 'Fll
about her skills, he invited her to court. She :.nmp.'-u'e.d the art of the sword to a

door. which can be divided in gin and yang,. While strengthening the spirit, one

should remain outwardly calm.

4.11: the sword irnprcs_ﬁcd the LLIHH, who ci:.:'.f.rr..:|

Her r_r.pcrmtn:m on t’!‘ll‘. art

that her skills be in training his army and gav

or l .-i.::r_.-,l of Yue. The k|r15 ;-in:-r_'nnt:d her to train his army officers, who in turn,

e her the title ‘the Yue Woman' (id3)

|rL5truct::.-.'J his army.

Hers 1s the earliest L:m'.':wn cs.[_m.-utu':-n on the art of the 5wa.:1:'d. .":m-:]

i Fluenced Chinese martial arts for gencrations.
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NELLIE BLY

Mellia DIH was born Elizabeth Jane Cochran on May 5, 1864 in *Cochran
Mills*, Pennsylvania. Her father. Michael Cochran, was a mill worker who married
Man} Jane.

In 1880, Cochrane and her Famr|ﬂ moved to F’-tta.burgh. An a_g.grcnniuc[_l.j
misogynistic column entitled *What Girls Are Good For® in the Prffsf:ur‘gﬁ Drnjpah‘ﬁ
Promptcd her to write a Fi:ry rebuttal to the editor under the Ps:udonﬂm 'Lcm:]_uj
L}rFsl':an Girl*. The editor George Madden was imPrcascci with her passion and ran
an advertisement asking the author to identity herself. When Cochrane introduced
herself to the cc‘.{:il:c:lr, he offered her the GFFL‘lr'i‘uHrI‘H to write a plece for the
newspaper, again under the P‘-"cu'd'f‘"[j"" *l_aneh_.j ﬂrphan Girl*. After her First
article for the Pispatch, entitled “The Girl Puzzle®, Madden was impressed again
and offered her a full-time job. Female newspaper writers at that time customarily
used pen names, and For Cochrane the editor chose *Nellie E‘-]H_'

As a writer, EIH focused her :ar|:._| work For the Pu’aFah:H on the F|i5'|-1’c of
working women, writing a scries of investigative articles on female factory workers.
But editorial pressure Pushcd her to the so-called *women's Pagca' to cover
fashion, society, and gardening, the usual role for F:malcjuurna|i5ta of the day.
Dissatisfied with these duties, she took the initiative and traveled to Mexico to
sServe as a Fﬂrcjgn ccrrr:spnnci:nl:. still anFH Z, she 5p¢nt ncﬂr]_g half a year
reporting the lives and customs of the Mexican P*’“F'lti her dispatc]'lcﬁ were late
FuHi:\i-u:d in book form as Six Months in Mexico.

Burdened again with theater and arts n:l:nu-.:nr':ir'|5J E}]_I:I left the Pr'tt.sfmrg.‘l
Dr'.spatc-ﬁ in 1887 for New York City. Penniless after four months, she talked her
way into the offices of Jnneph Pulitzer's newspaper, the New York world, and
took an undercover assignment for which she asn:ccl to Fcign insanity to
inv.:z.t;'satc reports of bru’ca“l“:j and n:srcf_t at the Women's Lunatic As_:j.h.lm on
Blackwell's Island.

After a night of practicing deranged expressions in front of a mirror, she
checked into a working-class boardinghouse. She refused to go to bed, telling the
boarders that she was afraid c:l'F them and that thc_sj |ua|ccd crazy. T}H:H soon
decided that she was crazy, and the next morning summoned the Palicc. Taken to
a courtroom, she Frel:em:[cd to have amnesia. T!':e_judgc concluded she had been
dru&gcd.
Several doctors examined her and declared her to be insane. The head of
the insane Pa'.-'ilion at Bellevue Hnﬁpitﬂ[ Frunﬂunccd her ‘undl::ul:ltei:"bt insane®.

The case of the “pretty crazy Eir!' attracted media attention: "Who Is This
Insane Girl?* asked the New York Sun. The New York Times wrote of the
‘mﬂﬁt:riaus waif* with the *wild, hunted look in her chs‘, and her desperate cry: I
can't remember | can't remember."

Committed to the a&HJum, E'IH cxpﬂricnccd its conditions firsthand. The




Tl e it B o e s it

~ ”’/M" Mf/ﬂ food EE]ﬂﬁ!!‘nlt‘.L‘J of 5ru¢| broth, 5F¢|1¢H beef, bread that was little more than dried

¢ e .
Pl L A-,A“ ;{r -i .-iuu5|-r. and clrr'tq undrinkable water The c‘]}!n‘i;crnu.‘: }.HI.!.’I!'I‘II!ﬁ were tied tu};t’f"u‘:’
h of each day on hard benches

ts

The P.‘;tir.nl:ﬁ Were made to sit for muc

from the cold. Waste was all around the :at:nfz_.-F-],lr.:ﬁ. Ra
ckets of it were

v - .-f:r'.f },,J,.H with ropes.
¢ !w#f'"j with scant protection

rrawl:ri a” ;around thn: hn.-.F-i'l'a'. The b.}i‘h\udtr_r was anlc;, .inri 'r.-L;

-
’,I "ﬁ"":’ﬁ" pou red over their heads. The nurses were obnoxious and abusive, telling the
T ¥ “‘Fjl F7 patients to shut up, and b:a;tmg them if thr._gj did not. _':-Fr;:'ln.ing’ with her fellow

/M""hff;'""{ patients, Bly was convinced that some were as sanc as she was.

) #ﬂca‘.’a o After ten days, Bly was released from the a:thm at The World's behest
later Puhllﬁhcd in baek form as Ten Days in a Mad-House, caused a
into conditions at the

d the changes she had

Her rcl::or't,
sensation. A E_mm:i jury launched its own investigation

o paee W o  pas

v ": 7 _ ;ﬂ.qlum, inviting Bly to assist. The jury's report recommende
: 95 _‘ﬂMﬁ‘J— /.r"’f.n- Py !4 - .= 2 _ p : d
: PruPG:-ed, and its call for increased funds for care of the insane :Prcrmph.‘. an

U [ 2
. f}':gf‘##/‘:fﬁc" !‘f | $850,000 increase in the budget of the Department of Public Charities and
o . E
A.. PR ﬁf,‘ﬁal Corrections. T H:H also made sure that future examinations were more thf.uroug'n 50

P
that unh;g the scrmu.-.h_.j ill achm“a went to the asylum.
at she take a tr-iF around the world,

L’ f'#":""# f':’.*r -J’.f-.-'.r

g gt it SRR aeete o A DL 3 in 1888, Bly 5ugg:.'5tcd to her editor th
! attempting to turn the fictional Around the world in t:_gf:t_:j Days into Fact. At

AP r P w | ey 2ST g ¥ . <
ok « W#*M?PJ‘W . 2:40 a.m. on November 14, 1889,she bcg&n her 24,899-mile journey.

¥
";_;; @j’gﬁf@ﬁm’ﬂlﬂf The New York newspaper Co.-}mcrpaf:’fan spcnsmred its own reporter,
PR P R T Ty ; 3 ; elizabeth Bisland, to beat the time of Bly. Bisland would travel the opposite wa
5 g P i 4 PP Y

A ﬁ'%j-:y f”,.p ﬁ#ﬁfy’% £ Aﬁ'l around the world.

-.4" ::‘..:T’j v g >, i == I.':-h_.g tra\rc"cd using str.::prnr-hli:ss and existing railroad systems. Rough

R .ot st "' #am JaeElE cather on her Pacific crossing caused her to arrive in San Francisco two days

e ﬁ}il ‘:’W#"'J WITP% behind schedule. However, Pulitzer chartered a private train to bring her home,
NC [T AP ey o ok and she arrived back in New York *Seventy-two days, six hours, eleven minutes

248

-

a.nd fourteen 5:tﬂndﬁ after her Hoboken dcparturc'. h:s[and arriucd in New York

four and a half days later. Bly's journey was a world record.
In 1895 Nellie E!H married millionaire manufacturer Robert Seaman, who was

40 ucars her senior. She retired Frnmjournaligm, and became the Prc:id: nt of the
de steel containers such as milk cans and

iron Clad Manufacturing Co-, which ma
s also an inventor in her own nght, receiving a Patcht fora
both under her married

af the |cadin5 female

|:::H=|::- led l-ler into

baoilers. Nellie bl_l.} wa
novel milk can and a patent for a stacking garbage can,
name of elizabeth Cachrane Seaman. For a time she was one
. dustrialists in the United States, but embezzlement by emp

bankruptey.
Back in rcpcrhns, she wrote stories on l‘_urupc‘a Eastern Front du ring

world War 1 and covered the Woman SuHrage parade of 1915. Her headline for the

'SuF'Frﬂsiﬁl.'ﬂ- Are Men's SUFﬂriﬂrﬁ' but she also pr:dictcd that it

Parade story was
would be 1920 before women would win the vote.
she died of pneumonia at St. Mark’s Haapita'l in New York City in 1922, at

age 37.

Nellie E-F_q was a pioneer in women's kaurnalusm ands launched a new kind of
investigative rtpnrtins_ in addition to her writing, she was also an industrialist and

r.hnr:t_r_.] warker



Mar\(ﬁ Fields



STAGECOACH MARY FIL LIS

:rtae,r.r.r.:l.:qch Mary was a black *gun=totin® female in the American wild West.

;‘H‘.-Tl.'i.!. h'_Hjll.‘J'L .'j.l'ld :i-hi_'_!lr't—ftl'l'll."l.‘.r"l'.‘i.'! ."1-!'1: -'.:'-ul-dl usc |'u‘r

::J'::-. Was SIx Feet tall,
ackad a pair of six shooters and an rig'ﬂt or ten-

Fu;1w:r!.u| Fists as weapons ﬂm‘l P
gauge 5|!1:.1t5un

Mary FMields was born as a slave in Tennessee during the administration of
|""'|nd rew ._:.':]L:_li.ﬁl.:.”"I. :1]-14.- iir'ld ._I-'_"El-’._ﬁ("n hc!d l‘l‘ll.—tl‘! in common.
dacity, and a F:nrh.-_m't for f"l"fﬁ'*'-ﬂl altercations on a regular
bad homemade cigars. In 1884, well after the Civil war

a free woman Mary made her way to Cascade

Both were feisty, had

driving ambitions, au
basis. Mary smoked rather
has loosened things up and as
County in West-Central Montana in search of 1mprtwr_d sustenance and adventure.
She took a job with the Ursuline nuns at their mission in the city of Cascade

Called s¢t. Peter Mission, the nuns' 5|mP]c Frontier Faulin:, Was rr.|.-:r:-'vc|.|.; well

funded. The nuns did a thrw:ng_ business converting heathen savagcs more

.JFPn;:-F'rr d.‘mcrng down the Fuath
towards hell ather wise known as
ered salvation for the white men in the area was

ately known as Native Americans, and others who
prostitutes to the true Path of salvation.

Unfortunately, the nuns consid
hr._g_.lund th: 5;:0':.-1-. of their concern.

Mary was hired to do ‘hr,a\-H work’ and to haul 'Frmght and ﬁ-llFlFlllll:ﬁ to ‘-;crp
=d wood, did stone work

the nu __I o _.r.,ith'_l:u |-I”|- a | wi F_.d. ._hl'. chop
F} F
Ul'h 1 resarves were |l...ulI

and rnugh carpentry, dug certain necessary holes, and
she did one of her customary 5upp|ﬂ runs to the train sh:np,
or the .:ut_q of Helena when 5Pc-:.t.-1| needs arose. One r1:5|'|l' r-.ﬁar_:_.j's wagon was
attacked IE"‘H walves, Ferhapa wanting some the dried beans or molasses. The
terrified horses bolted and overturned the wagon. Mary and all her s-upp[ics were

dumped onto the dark prairie. Mary claimed she kept the wolves at bay for the

or even to Great T".':Hs,

whole of the ni5|'|.r with her revolve r5 and rifle. She survived the n15|'1t and got the
freight delivered. The nuns had spent more than $30 for the 5uFFlie5 and were
En-_atl_H ralieved. At the same time, thcﬂ had no hesitation to dock Mary’s pay for
the molasses that leaked from a keg that was cracked on a rock in the overturn. At
least Mary was Frcparcd for such inconveniences as wolves.

‘Pugnacicus’ is not rea"H an adcquatc word to describe her demeanor. She
did not pay part:'c.ular attention to her Fashion statement, and otherwise failed to
look at and act the part of a Victorian woman. Occasionally men would attempt to
tr.amph: on her rights and hard won Privilc.g_c:s. The Great ralls Examiner claimed

she broke more noses tl'lan any ath:r person in central Montana. Once a hired

hand at the mission confronted her with the r,c:mF|a|nt that she was earning $2 a
month mere than he was. He qu:sti{:mcd how aiu:, an uFFifH black women could
think she was worth so much. To make matters worse, he made this same r_amP[aint
and general d::m:ript'run in Fubi:c at one of the local saloons where Mary was a
rc5u|ar customer. He then followed that up with a more Pn['rt: version dir:ct!g to




b 1
.hup rilbus Borwanger but to no avail. His insults made Mary's blood boil

next time they saw each they started shooting at cach other. Bullets Hew in every
direction until the sin-guns were empty and blood was ."-Full. Neither .'-u.tu.n”q hit
the other I.uj direct Fire. However, one of l'n-.-‘l.ln_g'fr bullets ricocheted off the
nunneary an,-;i hit the man in the left buttock. Mot nn::j. that, but other bullets Mary
tired passed through the laundry of the bishop, drying on the nun’s ¢ lothesline
u-:r1t||.'|t|r|5 his drawers and twoe -.n;]'utr shirts he'd ﬁ}'nFlF}r..:.'- trom Boston 4.'JI'I|H the
week before. The ]aundrq incident made the !'H.'\hrl.']!.—.l‘ furious. He Fired Mary and
gZave the -r'-|ur-:-.f man a raise

Mary landed a Fﬂ|:.- n;arr:+lng,t'r1n United States Mail in 1895. Given her
mr_|r.|:_.w_-.r|ricnr.: and determination, the |uE'.r fit Frcr{'-'cct'tﬂ She delivered letters and
par«'t|5 no matter what the weather or how ruggcd the terrain. She and her mule,
Moses, plunged through everything from blizzards to blazing heat. They reached
remote miner's cabins and other outposts with important mail that helped to
Further the land claim process, as well as other matters needing expeditious
communication. She 5r:ut|5 hc|Pc::| the d:vr_]i:pmcnt of a considerable portion ot

central Montana. However, she has received little rr.r.c:gmtum for her eHrorts.

She was well into her sixties I:rcl:nrr. the rigors of the |r':l'.1 forced her to
retire, l'.mt .r.h: 5t|]1 needed an income. At H'n: age of !-e-.-c:ntﬁ. she -;'.1|;'.1:M_--_{ a |a|_|r-.c|rH
in Cascade. She did tnﬂugh |aundr_:._g to survive and spent the rest of her time in
the local saloon, drinking wh:siu:_f_; and smoking her foul cigars. One man who'd
ujrdrrrd extra r.t:-_!r:;h in the ;:u{'.‘i'—:i .f'lr'IL‘.'t CDHEIF |'|-l'|:l lebt Ft‘ll' her to |:-I1..Im'.]t'r F-r'lilnﬂd to

pay. Hearing him out in the street she left the saloon and knocked him Hat with

one blow—at the age of 7. She told her Fellow saloon F:-a’t!‘un.'- the satistaction
she got from that act was worth more than what he owed, so the score was settled
As luck would have it, the tooth she'd knocked out was well into decay anyway, so
there was no repru&a| He was even El‘iltcl:l.i[.

In 1914, she died of failure of her liver. Neighbors buried her in the Hillside

Cemetery in La.«cadc, marir.rn_g, the spot with a 5rmF-|t'. wooden cross




Jac&kuelime Cochran



_L]c-:!ur.lmc Cochran
._J:u:.qurimr. Cochran, born May I, 1906, Bessie Lee Fittman, in the rlorida
five children of Mary (Grant) and Ira Pittman.

Panh;—md|r_~, was the qmmg,cst of the .
|w._u_15 food on the table and she was not

Contrary to some accounts, there was a

:.u-lu!:-lc::i, as she often ﬂsumcd.
Cochran became a hairdresser and got a job in Pensacola, eventually

Mew York ':_'_itH. There, she used her looks and drwmg_, Ftrﬁ-r.ma“t_n__g to

v.».-in.:]:nf1 upin
get a '}ah at a prestigious sal
she {:}IEJ."H.‘. to than_..;r her name from Miss Bessie Pittman to Miss Jackie Cochran

Although Cochran changed her name, she remained in touch with her I-'.!_t.m'r|5 and

on at Saks Fifth Avenue. Somewhere along the line,

Prm-ic]r.d for them over the years
Cochran appar:nﬂg wanted her Pcraanal life to remain private an

succeeded in this until after her death.
Later in adulthood, Cochran met Floyd Bostwick Odlum, founder of Atlas

1;4.1rF-r_'-ratEor1 and CEO of RKO in H::“_ijcrnd. He was r:putcd to be of the 10
richest men in her life. He was fourteen years her senior. Odlum became enamored
with Cochran and offered to hc]p her establish a cosmetics business.

After a friend offered her a ride in an aircraft, Cochran began taking ﬂﬂing
lessons at Roosevelt A:rficH, Long I1sland in the Eal']}j 1930s. she obtained her

d she

commercial Fu|.r:t'_-. license within two years.

Odlum, whom she married in 1938, was an astute financier and savvy
marketer who recognized the value af puHicltH for her business. Calling her line
of cosmetics Wings, she Flew her own aircraft around the country prﬂmating her
Prcrdut'.t!..
K.nown l;-_;j her friends as *Jackie®, and maintaining the Cochran name, she
Flew in the MacRobertson Air Race in 193+. In 1937, she was the ﬂl'llﬂ woman to
compete in the Bendix race and worked with Amelia Earhart to open the race to
women. That year, she also set a new woman's national spm:d record. By 1938, she
was considered the best female Pilnt in the United States. She had won the
Bendix and set a new transccntun:nt‘a| 5Fc-:r.{ record as well as altitude records.

Cochran was the first woman to HH a bomber across the Atlantic. She won
five Harmon Trcrph:c::l as the uut‘standm_;_; woman Filnt in the world. Sometimes
called the 'Spccd Queen”®, at the time of her death, no other pilot held more
speed, distance or altitude records in aviation history than Cochran.

Before the United States juincd world War I, Cochran was part of "Wings
for Britain®, an arganization that ferried American built aircraft to Britain,
becoming the first woman to Fly a bomber (a Lockheed Hudson V) across the
Atlantic. In Britain, she volunteered her services to the RoHal Air Force. For
5c-.rcra!_rnonth5 she worked for the British Air Transport Auuiliary (ATA),
recruiting qualificd women Piintu in the United States and taking them to England

where tl'.ld'._-l_.j ]'c:incd the ATA.



In .‘_1'-:Ftcm|-nr_r 19240, Cochran wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt to introduce the

sroposal of starting a women's Flying division in the Army Air Forces. She Felt that
prap [ 4§ng Y

qualaned wamean Fu'tr:;ts could do all of the domestic, noncombat nvlutmﬂ_jﬂ!'rﬁ
necessary in order to release more male F:riim-tn for combat. The WAAC was given
Full milita ry status on .Ju|f| 1, 1945, thus mahlns them part of the Army. At the same
time, the unit was renamed Women's Army Corps (WAC).

That same year, Cochran wrote a letter to Lt. Col. Robert Olds, who was
h:|Pjng to organize the Air iL'.;.':rF-:. Ferrying Command for the Air Corps. Ferrying
Command was or:’_..;ma”_::' a courier/aircraft d:[iu:rﬂ service, but evolved into the air
transport branch of th;: United States Army Air Forces as the Air T ransport
Command. In the letter, Cochran :-ug_z_c,-tt:d that women [:-i]-:t:- be :mp]cr_g_fcd to HH
non-combat missions for the new command.

In .-spitc ot Fnil:_:-t 5!‘IUI'[‘EISCE. Lt. General Henry H. "Hap® Arnold was the
»erson who needed to be convinced that women P:Ecrt:i were the solution to his
ﬁtaﬁmg prc||:r|cmz-. Arnold, Chief of the Air C.urF-_-., continued as ccrmm;anciin_g
General of the Army Air Forces upon its creation in June 1941, He knew that
women were being used successfully in the ATA in England. Arnold suggested
that Cochran take a group of qualihtr_‘l female Fi]nts to see how the British were
-:!r_:r'ng,. He F-n‘:mis:d her that no decisions resardlnﬁ women F|Hm5 for the UsAAr
would be made until she rl:l.‘ul‘l'lcd.

When Arnold asked Cochran to go to Britain to :m.n:l_ﬂ the ATA, Cochran
asked 76 of the most clua|'rfim:! female Filntu come a|q:m5 and HH for the ATA.

Three hundred hours of l:|5|in5 time was rcquircd_. but most of the women
has over 1000 hours. Those that made it to Canada found out that the washout
rate was also high. A total of 25 women passed the tests and, two months later in
March 1942 tth went to Britain with Cochran to ]nin the ATA.

While Cochran was in tngiﬂncl, in Scptaml':-er 1942, General Arnold
authorized the formation of the Women's Auxiiiarﬂ l‘crrf_.]inLq Squadron (WAFS)
under the direction of Mancy Harkness Love. The WAPS 1:!:53!‘! at Castle Air Base
in Wi!ming‘tun, Dn|awarc, with a group of female Fi[ﬂta whose al:t_jcctivc was to Fcrrﬂ
mi[itarﬂ aircraft. Hearing about the WAFS, Cochran mecdiatdﬂ returned from
Enghmd,

Cochran's chcricnc: in Britain with the ATA convinced her that women
Fi|::|ts could be trained to do much more than Fcrrﬂiﬂg. l,abbﬂins Arnold for
cnpand:d F|Hin5 opportunities for Female Fn'lots, he sanctioned the creation of the
Women's I"|_.;j:'|'|_:!v1 Training Detachment (WETD), headed bﬁ Cochran. In Auguat
1943, the WAPFS and the WFrTD m:rsen:l to create the Women Air force Service
Pilots (WASP) with Cochran as director and Nancy Love as head of the Ftrfﬂins
division.

As director of the WASP, Cochran 5upervi5n:r:| the training of hundreds of
women Fi[ots at the former Avenger Field in Sweetwater, Texas. For her war




:H-;u'tri, she rﬁ:cn-:.-i the I_'hf-hnz._umhcd Service Medal and the Dl:itlngm:ihfd
T"|Hir:5 Cross. 3

At war's cn-:I, Cochran was hired E‘H a magazinn to rr_Pr:-rt on 5[:.11'.1.3| ].-:i_'r&tw.ar
events. In this role, she witnessed _Iapam:sc General Tun-m__:.}uki vamashita's
surrender in the F‘hulippin:a and was then the first non-Japanese woman to enter
Japan after the War. She also attended the Nur:mbcrg Trials in Germany.

in 1948, Cochran joined the U.5. Air Force Reserve where she eventually
rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Pastwar, Coc hran h:l_n;an Flﬂmg the new jet aircraft, sctting numerous
records; most ::nn.‘-Fchtclu,ﬁ]H, she became the first woman p||r_1t to *go supersonic.”

Encouraged by then-Major Chuck Yeager, with whom Cochran shared a
lifelong frucn&sh:p, an May 18, 1995, at Rogers Dry L ake, California, Cochran flew
a Canadair F-86 Sabre ".-:t borrowed from the RoHﬂ Canadian Air Force at an
average .-:-pcr.d of Sil.}I};—" mph, bccnmins the first woman to break the sound
lﬁarru:r.

Cochran was also the first woman to land and take off From an aircraft
carrier, the First woman to reach Mach 2in a Hl:!l't]'irﬂf-\ T-38 Talon, the first woman
to F.-iFr:-t a bomber across the North Atlantic (in 1941) and later to HH ajct aircraft
on a transatlantic flight, the first piiot to make a blind (instrument) |andin5, the
only woman ever to be Prcardcnt of the rédération Aéronautique Internationale
(1958-1961), the first woman to Hy a fixed-wing, jet aircraft across the Atlantic,
the First pilot to Hy above 20,000 Ft. with an ‘-‘"‘-ﬂ'E—c“ mask, and the first woman to
enter the Bendix Transcontinental Race. She still holds more distance and .-a,:u:cd
records than any Fih;rt living or dead, male or female.

in the 1960s, Cochran was a sponsor of the Mercury 1% program, an car]_q
effort to test the ability of women to be astronauts. Thirteen women Frilni's Fass:d
the same preliminary tests as the male astronauts before the program was
cancelled. It was never a NASA initiative. Though Cochran initially suppmrtf_d the
program, she later wrote many letters r.uprcasing that program wouldn’t be run in
accordance with NASA goals.

Congress held hearings to determine whether or not the exclusion of
women From the astronaut program was diu:riminatnrg, during which John Glenn
and Scott Carpcntcr testified against -a-:lmil:tms women to the astronaut program.
Cochran herself arsuccl against brinsins women into the space program at that
time. None of the women who had paaacd the tests were militarﬂ i:t test Fii]cltu., nor
did thz:_r_,] have engineering dcsrcc&, which were the two basic -:r.F:erlcnl:ia|
qualifications for Pntential astronauts. On average, however, they all had more
Hight experience than the male astronauts.

NASA rcquircd all astronauts to be Sraduatc5 of mifitarﬂ jct test pi|utin5
programs and have cngint;crin__g dcg,rc-.-.ﬁ. In 1962, since woman couldn't meet these

requirements, the Mercury ] program ended.

n August 9, 1980 at the home she shared with her husband in

Cochran died o

indio, California.
Cochran's aviation a::amplmhmcnts never Saim:d the attention give

of Amelia Earhart. Nonetheless, she deserves a Placc: of history as one of the
a woman who Frcqucntiﬂ used her influence to advance

n thna:

greatest aviators ever, and

the cause of women in aviation.
In 1949, France awarded her the Legion of Honor and again

French Air Mcdai, She is the uan woman to ever receive the Gold mMedal From the

in 19351 with the

rédération Adronautique Internationale.




lsadora Duncan



ISADORA DUNCAN

Angela Isadora Duncan was born in San Francisco, California to .Jmicph

Charles Duncan and Mary Isadora Gray May 27, 1877. Duncan was the youngest of
four children.

Her parents were divorced by 1889, and her mother moved with her family to
Oakland. 5he worked there as a Pr'a.ni:.t and music teacher. In her !:ar|f; years,
Duncan did attend school but she soon dr-::pr.:rr.& out. She and her sister both
5.."1!'!'. t:]ﬂl'll:.l'. I:]':'Iﬁ!i-ﬂ! tﬂ -:'I'id I.hf_‘ Fﬂmllﬂ INcome.

In 1898, her father, a|i'rn5 with his third wife and their daushtcr, died in the
_-.mlr;ins of the British passcnger steamer 55 M-:*Flf.‘-gi'!ﬂ-

Duncan’s different apprnar.h to dance is evident in these Frc|iminar_4_._j
classes, in which she “followed her Fant.-'mH and imprnwm:d, teaching an_ﬂthing that
came into her head.”

A desire to travel brnusht Duncan to C.hn:aso where she auditioned for
many theater .:umpanics.. She found a P]acc in Augustin Da|5'5 company. This }ul:-
took her to New York City where her unique vision of dance clashed with the
Fopu|ar pantomimes of theater compani:a.

Fcc"ng unhaF-Fl_H and limited. Duncan decided to move to London in 1898.
There she found work Frcri:c-rmm__q in the drawmg_ rooms of the w:atlhﬂ. and
m.&piraticm fraom the Greek vases and bas-reliefs in the British Museum. The
money she earned from these cngagements allowed her to rent a dance studio to
dcuc]up her work and create |ar5¢:r FrtrFarmanr.cs Fnr the u-tasc. From Lﬂndﬂn.
Duncan traveled to Paris, where she drew m.!-Frir.ltiu:m from the Louvre and the
Exf:c:mtian Universelle of 1900,

One dﬂH in IR0, Loie Fuller visited Duncan's studio and invited Duncan to
tour with her. This took Duncan all over Europe creating new works using her
innovative dance tcchmquc. This 5t5|c consisted of a focus on all natural
movement. She ..-LF:nI: most of the rest of her life in this manner, I:cruringin Eun::l:u:
as well as North and South America, where she Pchormcd to mixed critical reviews.
Despite the critics’ mixed reactions, she became quitr. pupular for her distinct
5l'_|:}|-'.'. and inspircd many artists to create works based on her.

Duncan disliked the commercial aspects of public performance because she
Felt they distracted her from her real mission: the creation of beauty and the
education of the young, -

To achieve her mission, she opened schools to teach young women her
dance PI‘IiIﬂnDPhH. The first was established in 19204 in Gru ncwa!cl, Germany. This
institution was the birthphcc of the "Isadorables.” Anna, Maria-Thcrcsa, Irma,
Lisel, Gretel, Erika, I1sabelle and T:mpi: were Duncan's protégées. Thc_r_.j would go
on to continue her tcg_ac.ﬂ. Later, Duncan esta blished a school in Paris that was
short!g closed due to the outbreak of World War 1.

In 1914, Duncan moved to the United States and transferred the school




£ there.

Otto Kahn, the head of Kuhn, Loeb & Co. gave Duncan use of the very
modern Century T heatre for her Pt‘r‘FreraHCEﬁ and productions.

In 1921, her leftist 5qmpathsc5 took her to the Soviet Union where she
founded a school in Moscow. However, the Soviet government’s Failure to follow

thrt‘:u_gh on Prnml:scf- to auPPurt her work r..:iu:ir.d her ko move west and lr..'-w: thc

.5(.F‘I|.‘.~1JI to Irma
Duncan's gpnl thruugh her dance was to restore it to a 'hi_i_;lw art Form. she

. .-n::u_ght the connection between emotions and movement.

1 5Fcnt |c|-n5 r[a_nj.-s and n:ght.-j in the studio ﬂecking that dance which m|5|'|r
be the divine expression of the human spirit through the medium of the body's
movement.”

Duncan wrote of American dancing; *|at them come forth with great strides,

: |¢:aps and ]‘:ﬂunds, with lifted forehead and Far-sprcad arms, to dance.” Her facus
on natural movement cmpham:cd 5tCPﬁi such as 5k||:h|::m5. outside of coditied
ballet tcchnlquc. She believed movement -::r:'siﬁated from the solar Flcxus, which
she t'huu‘ght was the source of all movement. It was this Fh:laﬁoph_-._; and new dance
tcchniqm—. that Sarnerc& Duncan the title of the creator of modern dance.

Duncan bore two ch:'h:lrcn, both out of wedlock. The First, Deirdre was

| born ﬁcpt:mhcr 24, 1906, fathered FJH theatre designer Gordon Craig,. The second
childe, Patrick was born May 1, 1910 fathered b.'_'.l Paris Singer. Both children died
in an accident on the Seine River on Aprr| 12, 1915, The children were in the car with
their nurse, returning home after lunch. The driver stalled the car while attcmptins
to avoid a collision with another car. He got out to hand-crank the engine, but
Fc:i'got to set the Frarlnins brake. The car rolled across the Boulevard Dﬂurdnnl

. down the embankment and into the river. The children and the nanny drowned.

Fu"nwins the accident, Duncan spcnt several months recuperating in Corfu
with her brother and sister.

In her autohr’ographﬂ, Duncan relates that she bcgsed a young italian

. stranger, the 5cu||::tcr Romano Romanelli, to 5]:::': with her because of her

1 desperatinn to have another bahﬂ. She did become Fn:gnanl: a;'l:l:r the deaths DF
her elder two children. She gave birth to a son, whao lived .-:m|.H a few hours and was
never named.
in 1922 she married the Russian poct Sergei Yesenin who was 18 years her
juniﬂ-r. Yesenin accom Franicd her on a tour of Curope and the United States. The
tollowing year he left Duncan and returned to Moscow.
By the and of her life Duncan's Fchormiﬂs carcer had dwindled and she
| became as notorious for her financial woes, scandalous love lite and all-too-
: _,';ﬂ Frequcnt Pub'h; drunkenness as For her contributions to the arts. She spent her
R '_': final years moving between Paris and the M-:u:!i'c«.:rranrl:annJ running up debts at
; _:- hotels. She spent short F:rioda in apartments rented on her behalf }"H a

adf




P o1 |
l!:‘-."rﬂ.‘llﬂt' :"H'FI'I!"'I.‘I' or I'-"':'”l.J.'- maniy 'G'l‘l whom dttl.'mi-'i-l'-'.j to assist h-.'f in writing an

.'1||t..:-|'\1.:|,:.r;u'-|"::l
| e il
Duncan's Fondness tor :|a_:wmu; SCArves wWas a -..'qmtr'lj-ut'll'l - Factor te her

death in an automobile accident in Nice, France, at the age I.:ll'. 0. On the ﬂ'-gh* ot

.'-ir.l_':lr.ln]_'rcr' 14, 1927, Duncan was a passcnger in the Amilcar automobile of a
rrench-italian mechanic Benoft Falchetto. Before getting into the car, she said to

her friand Desti and some « ompanions, ‘rarewell my friends. | am off to love

Her silk scarf, a E'.lH from Desti, &Fﬂf'.u‘!t‘i around her neck, became
rnt.-m__q_|r.d around the open -:1!.'-|..FLLL‘ wheels and rear axle, hur||r11u, her from the open
car af'lnfl }'.lft'."iL'_IHIL':‘ h{fr !'H:I.'_L;

As The New York Times noted in its 1:11:ntu:1r_:._'. *isadora Duncan, the
American ;-J.-mu-.r, h‘mr5|'|t met a tragic death at Nice on the Riviera. -1"'.1':1'.'»;rrdlr!|5 to
-.*i=':ip-1r.?.hn5 from Nice, Miss Duncan was hurled in an ::-.trﬂﬂrdlnar_q manner from an

ODeEn ;]uf_cal'rl{'ll'\llf in wl'||-:|"| .‘-hﬂ WS riCl.II'IE .=.II'I|.'1 In!iluﬂ”_l_-j 1!'11”4-'-1.'1 ]-'II'.J tl"lvl"_‘ Fl‘_‘-lrl-fi‘- :_'I-I‘. hl:r'

fall to the stone pavement.*
!ﬂrg‘;king with convention, Duncan traced the art of dance back to its roots

as a sacred art. She :‘lewe]c-pcd within this idea, free and natural movements as well

as an approach to the new American athleticism which included skipping, running,

I'ILII'|1:.."TI'IE.. -II'IL'.{ lﬂq]PlnLE}
In 1987, she was inducted into the National Museum of Dance's Mr. & Mrs.

G -.'lrr'lr.||u.:-i "-.l'ﬁn.:{rrlnlt "-'-'|'|i1:r1:1.| Hall of Fame.




Martha gmlmm



MARTHA GRAHAM

She d;ln:cc‘: and e htﬂr:dgraphtd Fc-r over 5:'—'cntH years Graham was t'F'u: 4:|r.5t
dancer ever to PEF;L'H‘I'I‘I at the white House, travel abroad as a cultural
ambassador, and receive the highest civilian award of the USA: the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. In her lifetime she received honors ranging from the Key to the
City of Paris to ._Japan‘s ||'|'|F-|EI"I-E] Order of the Precious Crown. She said, in the
1994 duq:umz_-.ntarH *The Dancer Revealed®, I have spent all my lite with dance and
bc:ng a dancer. It's permitting life to use you in a very intense way. Sometimes it is
not Fﬁ|l:.'manl:. Sometimes it is Fearful. But nevertheless it is inevitable.*

Martha Graham was born May 11, 1894 in ﬁ«.“:gh:nﬂ Citﬂ. which t::rda_:._; is F-a;rt
of F'iﬁaburgh, F:nn:-_r.ﬂvania. Her tather Gcc:-rge Graham was what in the Victorian
era was known as an :.1F|.:l'n|!|-l:‘~ a Firactit'i-u:mer of an a.-,.ar[_l_.j form of Fs_njr_hiatrﬂ. The

Grahams were strict Fl'cant:rian:-. Her mother Jane Beers was a sixth generation

descendant of Puritan Miles Standish.

in the mid-1910s, she began her studies at the nqwlg created Denishawn
School of Dancing and Related Arts, founded |:r_|_.j Ruth 5t. Denis and Ted
.‘:'=|'|:!wn,at which she would stay until 1923. In 1922 Graham pchDrmed one of
Shawn's Egyptian dances with Lillian Powell in short silant film bﬂ Hugo Riesenfeld
that attem Frt:d to synchronize a dance routine on film with a live orchestra and

onscreen ::Dnr_'iu»a:tur.
In 1925, Graham was cmph;:_q:d at the Eastman School of Music where

Rouben Mamoulian was head of the School of Drama. Among other p:ch}rmanceg,
fcrEcthcr theg pn‘_n:fuc,cd a short two-color film called The Flute of k.'rr':nima,
featuring Castman students. Mamoulian left Eastman shortly thereafter and
Graham chose to leave also, even though she was asked to stay on.

In 1926, the Martha Graham Center of Contemporary Dance was
established. On a“\pri| 18 of the same year, Graham debuted with her First
I'm:]el:u:ndcnt concert, consisting of :ishtccn short solos and trios that she had
c.horcogmphr.cl. She would later say of the concert: "Everything | did was
influenced bﬁ Denishawn.® On November 28, 1926 Martha Graham and others in her
company gave a danece recital in New York Citﬂ. One of Graham's students was
heiress Bethsabée de Rothschild with whom she became close friends.

When Rothschild moved to I1srael and established the Batsheva Dance
C.c:ml:!ang in 1965, Graham became the company's First director.

In 1936, Graham made her chinins work, "Chronicle®, which signaled the
beginning of a new era in modern dance. The dance brought serious issues to the
stage for the general pub]:’c. Influenced hH the Wall Street Crash of 1929, the
Great Dcprcasiﬂn that followed, and the ﬁpanish Civil War, it focused on
depression and isolation, reflected in the dark nature of both the set and

costumes.
In 1938 Erick Hawkins was the First man to dance with her company. The




F-::”-:!'-\-lng year, he ofticially joined her troupe, d.—u‘:.:nny; male lead in a number ot
Graham's works. Thi:.q were married in 1948, He left her troupe in 1951 and they
divarced in 1954,

On ,'\F-rjf I, 1938, T}‘w: M,]rthﬂ ('_'.rn!':.am iC '-'”“F'U”H Prrrnr-r:c] thc L‘:.‘i”ci‘

i Iﬂlifff'l‘l'"fafr.j .jﬁ['] It !J{‘-._ﬂﬂ"lf i | ]'“.Jt‘!' SUCCCSS ﬂﬁd a hrcdt dl‘f_l_'lmp‘llﬁhmfnr 4l-|‘r
Graham. with a scare hq. .EﬂFtlan—hnrn composer Halim El-Dabh, this ballet was
her ].—'lrt‘_;d.‘.!_!.-f :..-_';l]r. -.'.I‘F wnr%r. amnr‘ her {'.lr"llH Fu”—'cngth work. Graham -.}rlgir'la”_:_]
J'n:u--:::—:.;rnphr.c{ the title role for |'1cr'..-:“:, with the l‘:.:l-”c'c's !:rrim'. 'F‘“l |:L-1-m:|:r

spe r|.-_I|r11u_; almost the entire duration of the Frcr’r:r:rrnﬂnr.e.' on the stage. The ballet
was based on the Greek mythology of the same title. It tells a tale of Queen

C |4.!t‘rn'|r'|c-i1'r.1 who is married to King ﬂ-i_r‘amrmn.-;:n within the !1'!”:[ C[L{itﬂ'!ﬂ:'tra
has an JH‘alr 'ﬂlth éﬁ,rgl"itl‘ll]‘i while | her hLI:"i-E‘ij"‘ll.'.I is away b !t1:||t'u.:| at the Tr..n]an War.
lJFH._]T‘I -ﬁg.\m:mnnn 5 '.|rturinu-| rrturn i'lf I.'Jl'uf'l.l'n'rr'i F'Ir"- \HI"’C F'I A% hl]d an -r]++alr ﬂnd
in revenge .ﬂ.gamrmn.}n offers their .:[aubhtrr. 1Fn|5r.nla to be sacrificed. Later on
within the ballet, F:J_q._!tcmnn:ﬁtra is murdered |'\:.' her other r:|'||]r;], her son, Orestes
and the au:‘]lcnu:.r. experiences R:.h_,itc mnestra in the afterworld. This ballet was
deemed a masterpiece of zoth Century American modernism and was so successful
it had a limited engagement 5]‘u‘:-wir15 on Brﬂadwaﬂ.

Graham's mother died in Santa Barbara in 1958. Her oldest friend and
musical collaborator Louis Horst died in 1964. She said of Horst, "His -ﬁqmpathﬂ
and undrritancflnq, but prlmarllq his Falth gave me a landsc ape to move in.
withaut it, | should Lcrtalnlq have been [ﬂﬂt

There were a few notable t:hc.r.ptlun:i to her dances b:rng tap:d. Graham
considered F’hr'hppc Halsman's p]ﬂutoqrapha of "Dark Meadows” the most
:_urrsF-|ete p}mmqraphm record of any of her dances. Halsman also l:hutc:graphcd
in the 1940s: *Letter to the World®, *Cave of the Heart", 'Huth Journey® and
'I';vr:rH Soul is a Circus®.

in her 1991 autﬂbingraphﬂ, Blood Memory, Graham herself lists her final
Pd:rscnrmancc as her 1970 appearance in 'Curtcsc of r:'asfes' when she was 74 years
old.

In the years that followed her drparturr from the stage Graham sank into a
deep deFresslun fueled by views from the wings of young dancers performing
many of the dances she had ¢ horcoqraphcd for herself and her Former husband.
Graham's health declined FFF-EEIPIE{JU!]H as she abused alcohol to numb her pain.

In Blood Mcmar_y she wrote,

It wasn't until years after 1 had r:linquishcd a ballet that | could bear to watch
someone else dance it. | believe in never |n-:‘:|unn; back, never indulqingin m'.rf-l:alt,im
or rcmlnlﬂ_lnq Yet how can you avoid it when you look on stage and see a dancer
made up to |:,:nL as you did H‘Ill"hj years ago, damlnq a ballet you created with
someone You were then dccplq in love w1th, your husband? | think that is a circle

ot hell Dante omitted.”




“when | _-,toppr.:] ..,-E;Jncrns_], I h;:d lost my will ta live. | .-:t.-':ﬂcd. h::lmd: al:.:m:. ate
very little. and drank too much and brooded. My face was ruined, and pruF-]: say |
looked odd, which 1 agreed with. r'.-n;.IlH my system just gave in. | was in the
huﬁF-|ta| for a |nn5 time, much of it in a -:.ama.-' .

After a failed suicide attempt she was haspita[lz:d. Graham not ‘7"”15
survived her hn.aFut.:i stay but she rallied. 1n 1972 she quit drinking, returned to her
studio, reorganized her com pany and went an to chﬂr:crg,raph ten new ballets and
many revivals. Her last completed ballet was 1990°s Majpfc Leaf Kag.

Graham chnrcnsrnphcd until her death in New York City from Fncumunia on
April 1, 1991, aged 96.

Graham has been sometimes termed the *Picasso of Dance,” in that her
importance and influence to modern dance can be considered cquivah:nl: to what
Pablo Picasso was to modern visual arts. Her impact has been also cnmpan-.n:i with
the influence Stravinsky had on music, or Frank L|c.-5d ‘n'l’rught had on architecture.

Martha Graham has been said to be the one that l‘rroug!ﬁt dance into the
twentieth century. Due to the work of her assistants, Ron Protas and Linda
H-.'Jdc..s_. much of Graham's work and h-.c.hniqu: have been pn:ﬁ::nn:d. Thﬂ.H. tapnd
interviews of Graham dcscribing her entire tec hnrqu:, and videos of her
Fu:rh:rrrnanccs. As Glen Te:t]t:_:j tald Agnes de Mille, *The wonderful rhing about
Martha in her good days was her generosity. 5o many Pc.oplc stole Martha's
unique Ff_!rs-::nn[ vucal‘:ularﬂ, consciﬂual_ﬂ or uhr_r::ngciauslﬂ_ and Pchnrme:.:] itin
concerts. | have never once |"u::!n:| Martha say, ‘So-and-so has used my
::harc::!graphg." An entire movement was created I’H her that revolutionized the
dance world and created what is known today as modern dance.

The Martha Graham Dance CﬂmPanH is the aldest dance company in

America, founded in 1926.
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